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The review by C. H. Gray on recent methods for the investigation of disorders of the adrenal cortex provides a useful summary of the methods of estimation in blood and urine and goes on to describe the investigation of adrenal function both hyper-and hypo-and congenital abnormalities of biosynthesis. There is a certain inevitable amount of overlap here with the previous review by Brooks.
Aldosterone is well represented by reviews on the control of secretion by R. D. Wright, biological properties by E. J. Ross and secretion in man by J. N. Mills.
Symington contributes an excellent article on the morphology and secretory cytology of the human adrenal cortex, while others contribute on the synthesis and biogenesis of adrenal steroids, production in the placenta, foetus and newborn, transport and metabolism, physiological importance of cortisol, etc. Van Nostrand Co. Ltd., London, 1962. 45s. In this book, the authors, both from the Department of Chemistry, University of Birmingham, present a lucid and detailed account of the chemistry of the complex polysaccharidesthose mucosubstances which are becoming increasingly important in clinical biochemistry.
Chapters are devoted to glycogen, chondroitin and chondroitin sulphates, heparin and heparin sulphate, miscellaneous polysaccharides, milk oligosaccharides, blood group polysaccharides, mucoproteins in health and disease, and the lipocarbohydrates. The tissue sites, synthesis, structure and function, and normal and pathological metabolism of these substances are discussed from a chemical point of view, and a critical assessment of the techniques used in their detection, isolation and estimation is given. The references are up to date and provide an adequate bibliography of a growing field.
The authors are to be congratulated for collecting and integrating a vast amount of useful information from many sources and for producing this book which will be of much value to the biochemist and research chemist. In the introduction, the authors state that the book is printed as an interim report only; they realise that there are many omissions and that information on many interesting topics is tantalisingly lacking. They express the hope that the book will be of some help, particularly to those entering the field. It is this reviewer's opinion that this hope will be admirably fulfilled.
G. L. This volume contains the proceedings of a colloquium held at the 8th European Congress of Haematology in Vienna, August, 1961, and deals with recent advances made in the field of haemoglobins. From the papers presented at the colloquium a new pattern of research can be clearly recognised. The main emphasis is on the structure of the haemoglobin molecule, on it's polypeptide' chains and on the correlation of the alterations in these peptide chains with the various haemoglobinopathies. Accordingly, the first section of the proceedings was mainly devoted to structural problems. A review of the whole subject up to date, was presented by Lehmann in the opening paper of the colloquium. The second section deals with haemoglobin M and other haemoglobin variants. Hb M is one of the few predominantly European variants and is associated with hereditary Methaemoglobinaemia. This condition is caused by the increased rate of oxidation of the abnormal haemoglobin, i.e., Hb M. The spectral, electrophoretic and structural characteristics of Hb M and their relationship to disease was reported in a number of'papeis, The last section of the colloquium was devoted to the problem of thalassaemia. The importance of this subject is becoming increasingly recognised. The editors in their conclusion express the opinion that "the study of thalassaemia will yield in the near future an insight into physiological and pathological haemoglobin synthesis and its underlying genetical mechanisms which will be without parallel in human biology." Consequently, a great" number of papers dealt with the problem of genetic factors involved in thalassaemia, with the presence and structure of Hb A 2 and foetal haemoglobin and
